SYNOPSIS Proximal tubular type metaplasia of the epithelium of Bowman's capsule is described in a fit young adult male. This form of metaplasia is unlike those previously described and could cause initial confusion if encountered in a percutaneous renal biopsy.
The upper part of the nephron can be divided into the renal corpuscle, or Bowman's capsule, the neck portion, and the proximal tubule (Rouiller, 1969) . In man Bowman's capsule is lined by an inconspicuous layer of flattened squamous cells (Allen, 1962; Brewer, 1964; Heptinstall, 1967) ; in the mink and mouse the parietal capsular epithelium is cuboidal (Crabtree, 1940; Rouiller, 1969) . The neck portion, seen in lower animals but not in man, is lined by an epithelium which has the cytological characteristics of the proximal tubule (DuBois, 1969) . Two types of metaplasia of the capsular epithelium have been described, an adenomatoid type (Eisen, 1946; Chappell and Phillips, 1950; Nachman, 1962; Macpherson, 1963) and a columnar type (Lloyd Thomas, 1953; Finckh and Joske, 1954 Instances of metaplasia of the capsular epithelium are reported rarely in the literature, and one must assume that this is an uncommon finding. The two types so far described differ on cytological and clinical grounds (Table) .
The adenomatoid type (Eisen, 1946) (Finckh and Joske, 1954) .
The present case, representing a third variety of 
